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Kuala Lumpur

tok vaksin influenza
Syang dipasarkan di

negara ini dijangka
mencukupi sehingga Fe-
bruari 2026, kata Timba-
lan Menteri Kesihatan Da-
tuk Lukanisman Awang
Sauni.

Lukanisman berkata, ia
berdasarkan maklum balas
diterima daripada Peme-
gang Pendaftaran Produk
(PRH) sehingga 24 Oktober
lalu.

“Bahagian  Regulatori
Farmasi Negara (NPRA) ju-
ga melaksanakan mekanis-
me Pelaporan Gangguan
dan Pemberhentian Beka-
lan Ubat secara sukarcla
mulai 1 Ogos 2025.

“Semakan melalui sis-
tem Pelaporan sehingga 18
November 2025 mendapati
tiada pelaporan rasmi di-
terima berkaitan gang-
guan bekalan vaksin in-
fluenza sehingga ke tarikh
ini,” katanya pada sesi soal
jawab lisan di Dewan Ne-
gara semalam.

Beliau menjawab soalan
Senator Dr A. Lingeshwa-
ran yang ingin tahu status
terkini stok vaksin influen-
za memandangkan terda-
pat peningkatan kes dan
permintaan vaksin sehing-
ga banyak negeri kehabi-
san stok.

Lukanisman berkata, se-
takat 10 November lalu, fa-
siliti kesihatan Kemente

rian Kesihatan (KKM)
mempunyai 4,044 dos dan
2,881 dos vaksin ma-

sing-masing bagi meme-
nuhi aktiviti suntikan ke-
pada petugas kesihatan
dan warga emas.

Beliau berkata, terdapat
tujuh vaksin influenza

‘Cukup sampai
tahun depan’

Stok vaksin influenza dalam pasaran dijangka
mampu bertahan sehingga Februari 2026

LUKANISMAN pada sesi soal jawab lisan di Dewan Rakyat.

yvang mengandungi virus
kurang aktil strain in-
fluenza A (H3N2) didaftar-
kan di Malaysia seperti
produk Vaxigrip Influenza
Vaccine, Vaxigrip Tetra, In
fluvac Tetra, Influvac Sus-
pension for Injection serta
tiga produk SKYCellflu da-
lam bentuk trivalen dan
kuadrivalen.

“Daripada awal 2025 se-

hingga kini, 2,609,235 dos
diimport ke Malaysia. Ter-
dapat lima penghantaran
berjumlah 429,130 dos
yang tiba pada 25 dan 30
November lalu serta 9 Di-
sember 2025," katanya.
Menjawab soalan tamba-
han Lingeshwaran menge-
nai kawalan harga vaksin
influenza di pasaran swas-
ta, Lukanisman berkata

KKM melaksanakan pe-
mantauan dengan kerjasa-
ma Kementerian Perdaga-
ngan Dalam Negeri (ﬁm
Kos Sara Hidup (KPDN) ba-
gi memastikan tiada pen-
jualan vaksin itu pada har-
ga keterlaluan,

Mengulas sama ada ke-
rajaan mempertimbangkan
program subsidi vaksin in-
fluenza bagi mengelakkan
kesesakan di fasiliti kesiha-
tan, pihaknya mempertim-
bangkan kaedah terbaik dan
melithat peruntukan diteri-
ma pada Belanjawan 2026
untuk mengurangkan be-
ban masyarakat yang me-
merlukan suntikan itu.

Sementara itu, Lukanis-
man berkata, KKM mem-
pertimbangkan memper-
luas Program Penyumber-
luaran Perkhidmatan Hos-
pital (HSOP) yang setakat
ini dilaksanakan untuk
perkhidmatan imbasan po
sitron emission tomography
(PET) iaitu ujian imbasan
perubatan yang digunakan
untuk melihat fungsi or-
gan dalam badan dan pe-
ngimejan resonans mag-
netik (MRI).

“Kami fikir kacdah sama
untuk memberi perkhid-
matan bagi allied science
sebagai contoh speech the-
rapy yang memerlukan
tempoh menunggu sangat
panjang.” katanya.
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Missing elders? Actwate Silver Alert!

MAGINE Aok wandermng off for
a stroll then vanishmg - faster
than a glass of fol tarsk 2t 2
rrcerrark table. Vet, unkie musang
children, there is no NUR Alent for
our seniors. And the numbers are
shouting that we urgently need one.
Enter the Silver Alert:
nationwide, smart, respectiul - weh a
touch of Malyysian flair - becanse cur
ekders deserve far more than 2 shrug
and 2 “biasa-loh”
Malaysia’s ageing reality is
catching up fast: As of 2025, sbowt
8% of Malaysans are aged 65 and
above. This age group now malkes up
11.6% - roughly 19 milion peopl

B loh, mo, lupa oikit” The s
often biur between normsal ageing
and real medical concerns.
Families end up juggling
caregiving lile 2 part-tame job with
showt “Respect your ekders!™ at the
dinner table, the moment they
wander off we suddenly realise we
don't have a system to help them.
Barth rates are droppeng and e
expectancy is rising - 2 classic recpe
for 2 future with moee old folks than
yvounglings. If we don't budd a robust
elder fnendly safety net now, we'll
leyunha mxhtmsugo.ldfdh
exhausted

Projections? By 2040, m
*dénudd:mea!upudln
exceed 17% of the populason

And this does not st mean mone
“senior discourss” at beded saakan
We are staring at & surpe In age
related issues - cognitive decline,
dementia and all the “Sorget where |
parked my Hoondas® moments.

Today, an estimated
200,000 to 216000 older

adults in Malaysia live ‘Q:

balloon to 668,000 if we
keep ignoring it
Translation: we are
nat just getting “older”; we
are becoming 2 nation where
senior citizens are no longer 2
fringe demographic but am
increasingly mainstream one. This s
why a Silver Alert isn't some Bncy
u!ealuphnmz.elm
higher risk of
“wandering off and hups jelon balil”
As life expectancy rises, moee of
our parents, gandpasents and
neighbours wall &l into the “golden
but vidnerable® rone. Wih demertia
and other cognitive waes crreping
up, the simple act of “going for 2 walk
safely” is no longer guaranteed.
Current suppost system? Kinda
sus (lingo for suspicion). As of 2024,
Malaysia has just over 60 tramed
geriatnicians - that is roughly one
specialist for every 10000 clder
adults. Many dementia cases 0
or dismissed as “Mak

S
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Silver Alert isn't about charity; x is
common sense.

Learning from others

This ma't rocket science Other

countries have already set up sywems

to locate misng seniors

United States: Asound 18

US states have Silver Alert

programmes.  Florida's

‘?\ system fires alerts via
; highway signs, media

when sensors or adules

Canada: In Bnn:h Columbsa,
avil-society initiatives like BC Silver
Alert pilot alert systemns for seniors
lobbying for legal fFameworks to
support  mussing-vulnerable- adult
alerts.

Lessons to steal - shamelessly:
Coordinated alerts that combine
law enforcement, media,  public
ergagement and technology actually
work Funding and tramning are key
And yes. these countres marage o
keep sendors safe without causing
UNNECESAry panic or stigrma.
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Malaysia wouldn't be entng
the wheel just giving it a local spsn.

How to make it smart, practical and
sy

ALK
|v|'~
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A dash ol realium
Some politicians will shrug:
“Hidetly” We have bigger problems

wflation, rising chicken peice” Afo.
But f Aok gets lost 100km away, who
gets called first? NUR Alert works for
kids but now we need VIPJevel
chaos control for seniors.

Sare, some elders may resist 1D
bracelets. The reply: “Atok, thes sa'ta
name tag. This tag keeps you safe_ it
ensures you don't end up makan
Magm wath strangers mn Penang”

And don't even think elders won't

der far. Atok already has a history
of “adventure walkeng” “and Makcik's
curious spirit may land her in
someone else's rumah terbuka
Withowt Silver Alert, #'s everyone
panckng while the elders engoy free
oushy and bopr.

Cultsral twest: Malayears love a
it of chaos bugt we love lasmily more.

n Britsh
Colarmbsa, civil
SOCty intastves
Bl BC Siver Aot
ol et systlems
for seniars with
dementa.

- REUTERSPIC

Training and manpower; let's
make o sustanahle

One geriatnician for every 10,000
semiors? Not enough. We need more
tramed miedical <af. social workers
and tmytm mady

-xﬂasdm-ﬂmmnﬂ
can pﬂ in too - younger
a semse of

Bet
wmmmm

M-&mnmwnba:k
and wasch Asok and Makck tum
vour negghbourhood into a missing:
perons cpaade.

\h\n-dﬂﬂpnmnu
not just a lost person; it's lost
memory, lost stories and lost

Malaysia cannot afford o
lase people we love wathout maising
the alam.

Azwro Abes i« the ossociote editor
of theSun Comments:
ietters@thesundaily.com
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Psychological safety in schools

‘SEKOLAH Selamat 20" brought
together leading experts in
education, psychology and public
health to urgently address the rising
tide of emotional distress among
Malaysian students at an academic
forum held recently at Tunku Abdul
Rahman University of Management
and Technology (TAR UMT) Kuala
Lumpur campus,

The consensus among panellists
was clear, mental health s no longer a
peripheral lssue but a critical survival
skill requiring a multi-sectoral and
systemic overhaul of the current
education ecosystem.

The forum was attended by the
current chairman of TAR UMT's board
of governors and alumni Council, Tan
Sri Chan Kong Choy, President of TAR
UMT, Prof Dato’ Indera Dr Lee Sze Wei,
school counsellors and educators.

The forum began with a
compelling keynote address delivered
by Dr Lee who stressed that mental
health and emotional resilience in
schools are ‘very timely and very hot
topics’ that concern not just schools,
but soclety as a whole.

Dr Lee also issued a strong call to
action, urging all stakeholders,

including management, teaching
staff, parents, families and the
government to collaborate,

ising that prevention is always
better than solving the problem after
it escalates,

Associate Professor Datuk Dr
Monna Ong Slew Siew, who is the lead
researcher of the ‘Sekolah Selamat 2.0°
collaboration, presented the Initiative
which  seeks to  strengthen
educational safety through new
elements such as psychological safety,
mental well-being, digital literacy and

systematic, evidence-based
intervention,
Dr Monna cited alarming statistics,

including a 17.7% rise in recorded
physical bullying cases from 2023 to
2024 and a 60% increase in students
reporting symptoms of depression,
anxiety and post-pandemic stress.
The proposed framework expands
the definition of school safety from a
physical focus to psychological, social,
and emotional dimensions. The
proposed phased implementation
plan includes a pilot test in 200
schools nationwide and the training
of 10,000 teachers starting in 2026,
She also proposed establishing a

National Mental Health and School
Crisis Intervention Coundcil.

experts from diverse fields, each
providing practical and systemic

of Young Minds Malaysia highlighted

the emotional pressures faced by the

current “hyperconnected’ generation

of students. He argued that schools

may be underestimating the need for

emotional literacy and responsible
use,

Imatul Nor Hazizan, serving as the
psychology officer at the Titiwangsa
Heaith Office, identified the biggest
gap in the current school-to-health
referral pathway as the lack of a
structured system for the early
detection of emotional distress,
especially since students often exhibit
‘quiet symptoms’ such as withdrawal,
sleep deprivation, or somatic
complaints (physical pain) rather than
obvious behavioural issues.

Dr Chuah Hooi Mel, the
Programme Leader of FSSH, TAR UMT
focused on the challenges faced by
parents as primary caregivers and

®

BALORAL AL ADT M o
Montal Health &

wotional Resitlie IT(\
m \(llc;()ls 38 :

{Trom left) Assoc Prod ()v Lim Chia Yien, the forum’s modieraton

with all the

panedlists, Prof Dr Ananda Kumar, Dr Nazrul, imatyd, D Chuah, Tan and Wong

noted that a major barrier is the lack of
a one-stop online platform for them
to find reliable help and information.

Principal of SMJK Chong Hwa KL,
Tan Siew Choo shared that the
biggest operational barriers are the
vast amount of administrative tasks
and KPls (Key Performance Indicators)
that overburden teachers, leaving
them with insufficient time and
knowledge to address students’
mental health,

Wong Su Zane, vice-president of
Life Line Association Malaysia,
endorsed the multi-level crisis
intervention model of Sekolah

Selamat 2.0 as realistic.

She urged all adults to ‘stop
everything, drop everything, and
listen’ when a student is willing to
speak, and to change their opening
question from “What's wrong with
you?" to the more empathetic "What
happened to you?”,

The forum concluded on a
constructive note, with shared
aspirations that the "Sekolah Selamat’
20 proposal will continue to gain
traction and contribute to building a

school environment where
psychological safety and student well-
being are prioritised.
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Call for national alert system
as more seniors go missing

B 5Y HARITH KAMAL
newsdesk @ thesundadly com

PETALING JAYA: As Malavsias
rowluonmap«tmalng
sysiem to
locate missing seniors, warning that
vulnerable adults - particularly
those with dementia or cognitive
Impalrments - fce rising risks of
injury, neglect or death withowt
immediate action.
Universith Kebangsaan
public health medicine
Prof Dr Sharifa Ezas Wan Puteh said
numerous seniors go missing each
year due to cognitive decline,
dementia, Alzheimer’s,
abandonment or elder abuse.
“Missing seniors are exposed o
immediate dangers such as
hypothermia, heatsuoke.
drowning, hunger, falls and injuries.
“Some are found dead while
others suffer worsening of existing
medical conditions. If they drive,
there's the risk of accidents tha
could harm themselves and others™
Sharifa stressed that the dangess
extend beyond immediate injury.

#> Dementia, neglect and weak support

structures leave elderly Malaysians exposed
to injury and death: Public health expert

“Prolonged exposure  and
trauma can have long-term health
consequences. The lack of a formal
mechanism to locate missing

unds the problem.”

To uclr: such risks, she
advocates establishing a silver alert
system, modelled on programumnes
in the United States.

A silver alert Is a public waming
system designed to help locate
missing older adults, especially
those who are vulnerable due to
dementia, Alzheimer's or other
cognitive Impaiments.

The main idea is o quickly
inform the ic, authorities and
relevant agencies when a senior

o them safely.

chances of
“The system would leverage
sechnology, such as tracking tags,

wearable devices or mobile apps to
quickly locate missing senlors and
prevent serious health outcomes.

"Alerts should cover areas where
senbors may face trauma from
njurtes or abuse”

However, Sharifa warmed of
structural challenges in

care, physiotherapy and other
elderly services are avallable
through public and private clinics, a
fully coordinated alert system
involving police, healthcare,
telecommunications and
the public is not yet ready”

She recommends preventive
measures at family and community
level.

“Families can equip senlors

with uacking devices, accompany
them outdoors, hire assistance, run
errands on thedr behall and ensure
they carry phones with home
address information”

Shanfs sald  safeguarding
sendors requites a coordinated
approach dwough technology,
healthcare support and
community vigilance

She also highlighted soclal and
financial peessures  affecting
the clderly.

"Financial strain and neglect
contribute 0 abuse and
abandoment

“While the National Policy for
Older Persons exists, there are
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Last year, some 9.2 milion of the more
thax 40 mittion people Nvingwith IV
Qroind tire workd were st neceiving

Tros{ e, PICTURE CRITET PUMGE S

HIV funding cuts
most significant
setback in decades

DRAMATIC reemazsonal funding cuts
have thrown the 3 2oal HIV response
nto turmol, e Unitad Nations says
35 o wars that new il eCHons Could
irge

The UNSIDS agency cautioned thal
since the Unitez Siales 20d cthers
abruptty slashad funding this yoar, the
ecosysteo™ stz nng HIV teatment
and praventon in tozens of countries
nas been “shaken 10 25 core”

“Clinics closed without warnng
thousancs of haaltr workers faced ob
(0552 o host salar @< and life-
53ving tasting, teatment and
grevenlor servoes expe-
rences widesprzad and
conling ng dusruplion,”
UN&IDS st ve dorre
tor V' nnke Byary 2 toid
repo-tors f Ge~eva

Presenting 3 naw
POt $he Jescrded 1 a8
the most sige fcant setsack
ndecades

Byarywna po nled 10 the asrupt
pause oy Me Untel States — orevi-
ously the bggest funde of the global
KN reecorse

But she highisghted that olher
major donors had also signficant'y
cut their forsign ax spending

“The cuts are SramBtic acrss he
toand.” she Ementad warning of “dev-

L CONSEQUENCEs

In its report, UNAIDS said around
1.3 mulbon pecple contracted the dis-
ease i 24

That was L0 o6 cent lawer than in
2010, bul rema med more Than three

times hghe- than needed 1 2achthe
UN's goal of erding A0S &5 a public
health threat by 2050

Around 630,000 people deed from
A0S~relsted llnesses sl goor, down
5S4 per cent since 2010 and 15 per cent
wnce R0, the repert s

But Byarpima warmed that t~e deos
furding crsis "ad “expased e fragl-
ity of the progress we fought 50 hard
to acheve™.

Even before the cris 5, the glodal
AIDS response was severely under-
funded, Wity access 2w USS 187
sillion in 2024 — 17 per cen
Selow whal was needed,
Hyormpura ca 2

Alrzady bl yiw, same

9.7 milkan of the mare

than 42 mdion prople

e ng wi* BV around

1Y treatment, the repon
shoved.

And Byaryima sad in 12
Countres, the number of pecole stat-
ng 0 tr2atment had actualy declned
cormpaed 1o Lasl yesr

She strossed Mough that o (ot ol
ellcrt %ad gone nlo ensurng that
those living with HIV could contnge
access ng their teatment and that
such sarvices now we e somawhat
s3ollsed.

But shevoiced desp concern atout
2 collapsa in HIY orevention sarvices,
whnch were already under stran

If left unsddressed, thes nsked
r 3 0 3.3 mullon sdddt onal new
infections by 2000, she warred.
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Vape product crackdown in Kedah

RM16mil worth of devices, liquids seized in industrial warehouse raid

ALOR SETAR: The Customs
Department seized more than
RM16mil worth of electronic ciga-
rettes or vape, devices and liquids
in a raid on a storage warehouse
in Padang Besar.

State director Wan Marini Wan
Hamzah said that in the 3pm raid
on Oct 13, the enforcement team
discovered 719,250 units of vape
devices and liquids.

“Upon further inspection, they
found 211,050 vape devices

and 508,200 vape liquids of vari-
ous brands.

“The entire seizure, believed
not to have been cleared by
Customs, is worth nearly RM13mil
while the estimated total import
duties and taxes amounted to
over RM3mil

“The suspect, a man in his 40s,
failed to produce valid import
permits from the Health Ministry,”
she told a press conference at the
state Customs headquarters yes-

terday, Bernama reported

Wan Marini said vape liquid is
a controlled import item under
Part 1, Second Schedule of the
Customs (Prohibition of Imports)
Order 2023 and requires approv-
al from the ministry before it can
be brought into the country.

“These vape devices and liquids
were produced In China and
arrived at the Kuala Lumpur
International Airport before
being brought to Perlis by land.

“We are still investigating
whether these items are for the
local market or intended for
export to other countries.

“We are also looking into the
people involved, including the
warehouse owner,” she said.

The case is being investizated
under Section 135(1Xg) of the
Customs Act 1967,

Wan Marinl added that they
would continue to enhance
monitoring and control at all the

country’s gateways to curb the
smuggling of prohibited and
high-duty goods.

“The public should assist us in
our fight against smuggling, espe-
cially cigarettes, liquor, firecrack-
ers, drugs and other items, and to
avoid being involved in such
activilies.

Information can be channelled
via the 1800-88-8855 toll-free
hotline or at any nearby Customs
office.
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